LETTERS

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Torba Times

Sir,

Mi raet blong subject long nufala Qat Council blong yumi. Mi gat wan objection long hem, hemi se Chairman blong hem, Mr. Daniel Golow, hemi was memba blong SDA, minim se hemi no save kilim pig mo dring kava. Mi telem se kastom blong yumi everiwan long Vanuatu hemi se jif I mas save kilim pig mo dring kava. Sapos hemi no save mekem olsem hemi no gat raet blong tekem ofis olsem ia. From hem, tingting blong mi ia hemi se Mr. Golow I mas resign long Qat Council. Tank yu tumas blong harem opinion blong mi.

· Name withheld

From wanem I no gat bank mo post office long Gaua?

GAUA – ol resident blong Gaua oli bin singaotem Torba Times blong askem samting ia: from wanem I no gat post office mo bank long Gaua? Naoia, I gat wan ples blong bank wetem post office nomo, hemi long Sola long Vanua Lava. Ol nara aelan, olsem Mota, Mota Lava, ol Torres aelan, oli no gat basic service ia. Gaua, naoia, hemi wan bigfala ples blong Bakis. Gaua I gat wan airport hemi bitim Sola blong karem kago wetem ol pasenja, mo hemi ples blong fuel blong ol plen taem oli kam. Gaua I gat fulap industry olsem kopra, trokas, agrikalja, mo hemi nambawan ples long Bankis blong ol visita, wetem fulap guesthouse mo namba blong ol visita I bigwan, from oli kam blong lukaotem volkeno wetem lek Letes, hemi bigfala volkeno-lek long Pasifik. From hem ol man Gaua oli askem from wanem I no gat basic service ia blong olgeta? The Torba Times I telem se gavman I mas lukaotem yumi evriwan long Bankis be hemi wan tingting ia we I mas go long National Bank mo Post Office blong yumi long Vanuatu.
	FRESH WIND GUESTHOUSE –

Is the best place to stay on a visit to Gaua!

Set in a beautiful, private location right on the Pacific Ocean, you will enjoy all the comforts of home with none of the hassle! Enjoy local sea-food such as crab and squid, served with fresh salads and fruit juice, while our experienced guides can arrange for travel to Lake Letes and the majestic sight of the Volcano towering above it. Contact Collette on 38578 or leave a message on 38514 (Gaua Airport).
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VANUA LAVA FESTIVAL – SPECIAL REPORT!
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Chief Eli Field and wife Joanna, with Area Council Secretary Stephen Beth, in kastom dress. Vanua Lava Festival
Read all about it on page 2!
Also in this issue:

The Importance of Sandalwood – p. 3
Schoolchildren sent home for lack of food – p. 3

Gaua residents angry at lack of post office and bank – p. 4

	The Torba Times would like to wish all our readers a happy Jewish New Year


	Vanua Lava Festival A Success!

WATERFALL BAY – The 2007 Vanua Lava Day Festival (lasting five days) took place this year in the last week of August, at the scenic Waterfall Bay, West Vanua Lava. The event was opened by Chief Kerely with the traditional slaying of a pig. Chief Kerely Malau, owner of the Twin Waterfall Bungalows, and Paramount Chief (with Godfrey Manar) of Vanua Lava, used the ceremonial pig-killing club in his nasara. Anointed with the spilled blood, Chief Kerely welcomed all guests to his nasara and officially opened the proceedings. A party atmosphere was evident in the festival areas, where villagers from all over west Vanua Lava came together, alongside tourists and yachties who had come. There were numerous stalls, selling pig, buluk, chicken and fish alongside paw-paw, mango and grapefruit, and kava was plentiful. Eight yachts came to the festival, a number lower than the previous years, and several tourists have followed the provincial boat from Sola to attend the festival, including visitors from Japan, New Zealand and the United States.
	Events in the festival included a kastom marriage ceremony, the Vanua Lava snake dance, Qat dance, traditional yam planting, a kastom magic show and many more, while visitors were entertained in between by live string band music from the region. Youth and Sports Officer Mr. Smith Nice was on hand for the opening ceremony; National Tourism Officer Mr. Reginald Tarilaka and Councilor for Vanua Lava Mr. Benjah Paul were there for the closing. Ms. Elizabeth Bransfield represented the Province for both. “The event was a great success,” Mr. Tarilaka told the Torba Times, “showing the great spirit of the Banks, our tradition and hospitality. I think it safe to say everyone had a good time, and I very much look forward to welcoming more visitors to next year’s festival.”
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	COOL BREEZE 2

I FIT WE I FIT!

Nufala nakamal long Sola, Cool Breeze 2 I stap long rod nomo, hemi nambawan ples blong dring kava long Sola. Open 7 dei long wik. Lukem yu long wei evri sava!
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	Province Urges: Plant Sandalwood

SOLA – Sandalwood, the precious timber that had first attracted traders to the islands of Vanuatu, is being reconsidered as a cash crop in the Banks. Sandalwood is a fragrant wood found in Nepal, southern India, Sri Lanka, Hawaii, South Pacific islands and Australia. It is used as fragrance in perfume and incense, and for woodworking. Some temples have been built with sandalwood in India and these retain the aroma for centuries. Jewelry boxes, fans, and ornate carvings continue to be made in many parts of Asia, especially India, using sandalwood. To produce commercially valuable sandalwood with high levels of fragrance oils, harvested santalum trees have to be at least 40 years of age, but 80 or above is preferred. However, inferior sandalwood produced from trees at 30 years old can still fetch a decent price due to the demand for real sandalwood. “This is obviously an investment for the future,” a spokesperson for the Provincial Government said. “We must plant sandalwood, if not for ourselves, then for our children, and our children’s children.” Sandalwood seedlings are available from the Province office for 300VT.

	Cargo Ship Finally Arrives At Sola – But All Schoolchildren Already Sent Home
SOLA – It was  a solemn sight in Sola: shops were closed, generators were silent, and the only light that could be seen was the periodic flash signalling the presence of a nakamal. For nearly two months, Sola, the Provincial Government headquarters for the Banks and Torres, had slowly been depleting its food supplies. Lack of fuel meant essential offices could not function. Boats remained silent on the waters, without the essential petrol to allow them to travel to the nearby islands. Schoolchildren at Arep boarding at the school were sent back home during the holiday, as there was no food to give them.  “Oli givim manioc, manioc, manioc blong ol pikinini,” one man told the Torba Times. “Naoia bae yu showem manioc long ol pikinini bakegen bae oli crae.” Government employees had to be released home early in order to try and find food. “We went to Mosina to carry breadfruit,” one employee told the Torba Times. “Now I’m going fishing, and I hope there will be enough for the kids. But what can I do? I must feed them every day.” A cargo ship finally arrived in September.

	The Torba Times I wantem telem sori tumas blong delayem issue 6 longtaem, be hemi from se taem I no gat kakai hemi had tumas blong mekem wok. Sapos evri samting I gud bae I gat issue 7 bakegen long namba 26.
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