New Secretary-General Arrives to Take His Post

SOLA – The new Secretary-General for Torba Province, Mr. Mr. Shadrack Welegtabit, had arrived in Sola Wednesday, 19 September 2007, to assume his post. Mr. Welegtabit, of Mota Lava, had given up a position with the Vanuatu Reserve Bank in Port Vila to return to Torba. He was welcomed by the Province on the Friday, with welcome speeches made by both former SG Baldwin Lonsdale and acting SG John Robert. A kava ceremony and food followed. The Torba Times wishes all success and good luck to the new Secretary-General.
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Niufala SG Shadrack Welegtabit I stap insaed ofis blong hem
	FRESH WIND GUESTHOUSE –

Is the best place to stay on a visit to Gaua!

Set in a beautiful, private location right on the Pacific Ocean, you will enjoy all the comforts of home with none of the hassle! Enjoy local sea-food such as crab and squid, served with fresh salads and fruit juice, while our experienced guides can arrange for travel to Lake Letes and the majestic sight of the Volcano towering above it. Contact Collette on 38578 or leave a message on 38514 (Gaua Airport).
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Watching tomatoes grow – but will we ever plant enough to feed an island? 

Also in this issue:

New Secretary General Arrives in Torba – Traditional Canoe Race on Ra – Torba Day Celebrations in Santo – Gaua Festival – only in the Torba Times!
	SOLA – a mini-revolution is sweeping up Sola, heralded by captain of the provincial boat, Mr. Desmon Atkin. Mr. Atkin, who gained valuable experience in agriculture while working for ten years in Port Vila, is spearheading a movement to develop healthy home gardens. “Naoia,” Mr. Atkin told the Torba Times, “mi plantem ol tomato, ol lettuce, ol potato, ol onion mo eggplant – fulap samting I grew. Mi lenem evri samting ia taem me stap wok long wan farm long Vila. Mi save se graon blong yumi long Sola, from hemi sanbij hemi no gud tumas, be mi usum sitsit blong faol blong miksimap wetem sanbij, hemi olsem wan fertiliser, I mekem se evri samting I grew gud mo hariap. Hemi closap nao taem we famili blong mi bae I kakai fres vegetables evri dei.” Fresh vegetables are an important source of vitamins and are good for the health of both children and adults. It is also a good source of income. Mr. Atkin told the Torba Times: “Ol guesthouse long Sola oli askem mi finis blong ol vegetable ia, oli wantem pem hem blong givim fres kakai long ol visita blong yumi long Torba.” “We must not depend on rice,” a spokesperson for the Province 
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Mr. Desmon Atkin wetem ol lettuce blong hem

Cont. – told the Torba Times. “Everyone who can should make a garden.”

The Buluk Crisis: Will they all die out?
SOLA – “Namba blong ol buluk long Torba I go daon evri yia,” Mr. Dudley Woxen, National Census Coordinator for Torba, told the Torba Times. “Long Vanuatu, Torba hemi las wan blong karem namba blong buluk, pig mo faol. Bifo I gat fulap be naoia man I kilim evri wan I minim se yumi no save kakai buluk. Sapos I no gat wan program blong helpem hem, bae ol buluk long Torba I ded wantaem.” Statistics show that while Sanma province has over 150,000 heads of cattle, Torba has less than 1,000, and the number is dropping alarmingly. “Yumi mas mekem breeding program blong ol buluk,” Mr. Woxen told the Torba Times. “O bae I no gat wan hed blong hem bae I stap.”
Tomatoes pictured on page 1 are from Mr. Desmon Atkin’s garden.
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	Traditional Canoe Race to Take Place on Ra Island

RA, MOTA LAVA – The small island of Ra, off Mota Lava, will be host on the 18 of October 2007 to a traditional canoe race and a kastom ekonomi festival, Father Luke Dini told the Torba Times. The race will feature traditionally-built canoes, including outriggers and traditional woven-mat sails, but will be open to everyone, including visitors from overseas. “Several visitors have already confirmed participation,” Father Luke said. “And there will be prizes not only to the first three winners, but also to the first woman and to the first visitor. But really this is not about prizes, this is about having fun, and I think Ra is a perfect spot for it. We are all very much looking forward to the event.” The canoe race will take place around Ra, while the island itself will be the setting for a mini-festival, with stalls selling traditional island food – “and yes, that means no rice!” Father Luke said. The Torba Times wishes good luck to all participants, and hopes to have coverage of the event in a future issue.
Torba Day Celebrations to Hit Million-Dollar-Point

SANTO – The Torba Day Celebrations are going to come to Espiritu Santo in style. Thousands of Torba islanders now residing in Santo are expected to attend a four-day festival celebrating the Banks and Torres’ cultural heritage – with plenty of kakai, sports activities, kastom dances and traditional dress,
	Cont. - including many of the Banks and Torres’ colourful headdresses. Torba Day is celebrated on 2 October. The celebrations in Santo will take place in the world-famous Million-Dollar-Point, where Americans have dumped millions of dollars’ worth of equipment (including jeeps, tractors, trucks and bulldozers) into the sea following the end of the Second World War. “It’s going to be quite a celebration,” a spokesperson for Torba Province told the Torba Times. The Provincial President will attend the celebrations.
Gaua Cultural Festival Concluded

Gaua – The annual Gaua Cultural Festival took place between 18-20 September on the Eastern side of Gaua island, drawing many visitors who arrived by yacht and plane to participate in the festivities alongside locals, a special delegation from the Cultural Centre, and Torba MP Mr. Hilton Dunstan. Events included Gaua’s renowned water music,  snake and Qat dances, string bands and much more, while stalls sold local food and drink and put on display local carvings. “It was a great success”, a spokesperson for the Gaua Guesthouse Association told the Torba Times. “And is getting better and bigger every year.”

Godden’s Nakamal

Kava You Can Trust

Dark and quiet for that perfect kava experience! Beside Qiqi Store.
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