ST. ANDREW’S DAY CELEBRATIONS ON MOTA LAVA; RA
MOTA LAVA – Father Luke Dini and tourism officers for the Province would like to announce the celebrations of St. Andrew’s Day on Mota Lava and Ra Islands. Programme will begin on 26 November and would last five days, to 30 November. The programme will include a traditional canoe race around the small island of Ra, traditional dances such as the Neme (snake dance) and many others, volcano baking and leaf fishing. “This will be a wonderful opportunity to experience the unique cultural heritage of the Banks Islands,” tourism officer Mr. Reginald Tarilaka told the Torba Times.
WORLD WAR II RELICS MUST BE LEFT UNDISTURBED, POLICE SAY

SOLA – The police have recently informed the Torba Times that all World War Two relics on Leserser must be left undisturbed and should not be taken down from the hill. “Mifala I gat wan call I kam long Vila, oli informem mifala olsem ia. Yu save lukluk mo tekem pikja, be yu no save karemaot ani samting we I stap antap, hemi wan law blong yumi.”
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Father Ben and members of the choir practicing in the Market House
BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER!

NEW BRIDGE CONSTRUCTED LOCALLY OVER ALLIGATOR RIVER
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Tufala Nufala Pis Kop Bae I Kam Long Vureas Bay * NBV Loan Scheme
Nufala President mo Vice-President blong Province * Plante mo!
	SOLA – Members of the Anglican Church Choir of Sola are making their final preparations before undertaking a voyage to the Solomon Islands. Members of the choir have been practicing three times a week in the Market House in preparation for their tour to Honiara, the capital city of the Solomon Islands on Guadalcanal Island. Members have been raising money for the journey for the past year, with families taking weekly turns at the Market House, serving food and drinks as part of the fundraising activity. “Bambae mifala I go long Friday namba 30 November,” Mr. George Augustus told the Torba Times. “I gat wan sip bae I kam blong karem mifala long Santo, afta bae mifala evriwan I go long wan charter long Honiara long namba 4 o klosap. Bae mifala I stap long Honiara blong mekem singsing blong choir, mo ol youth oli mekem ol kastom danis o olsem gospel danis. Bae mifala I go long evri district blong Honiara blong mekem singsing mo danis ia, blong showem olgeta blong Solomon belief mo kastom blong yumi. Afta, bae mifala I go long wan ples long Guadalcanal blong mekem singsing bakegen long mared blong boe blong bishop blong yumi. Bambae mifala I kam bak long namba 16 December o klosap.”

This follows months of preparation on the side of all members of the choir. Many Sola residents have -
	become used to eating at the Market House, the only such place in Sola. It had also become popular with visitors, whether tourists and yachties or government people and attendees of various workshops. “Yu no wori long hem,” Mr. Augustus told the Torba Times. “Nekis yia bae I gat wan trip bakegen long Fiji blong showem olgeta choir blong yumi. Maket Haos ia hemi only source of income blong choir, so from hem bae mifala I kipim hem yet.”

The Torba Times would like to wish the choir a safe and pleasant journey.
Nufala Pis Kop Blong Vureas Bay

VUREAS BAY – tu nufala Pis Kop volentia bae I kam long Vureas Bay long Wes Vanua Lava. Tufala ia, Sandra mo Denis, oli tija, mo oli kam blong tijim ol pikinini long skul long wei. Bae tufala I kam kasem Disemba long yia ia, blong tu yea. Torba Times I wisim tufala ia plante success wetem wok blong tufala.
Sisen blong Bigbol I open

TORRES ISLANDS – Sisen blong krab kokonas I open naoia, blong smol taem nomo. Long taem ia, tabu blong salem krab kokonas aotside long Torres I no stap, minim se yu save pem ol bigbol blong kakai. Plante bigbol I stap kam evri fraede long plen long Torres, be I gat limit blong 5000 bigbol nomo, afta tabu bae I stap bakegen. Sapos yu save kakai bigbol yu mas pem hariap!
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	Bridge Over Troubled Water!
VANUA LAVA – In the first issue of the Torba Times (8 June 2007) we reported on the danger posed to humans by crossing notorious Alligator River in East Vanua Lava. Now, in our final issue, the Torba Times is pleased to announce that a new bridge had been erected over the river by concerned local residents. The bridge was made of local materials, with work provided by members of the entire community of East Vanua Lava. The opening ceremony took place on 29 October and was attended by a delegation from the Province office (who provided the nails for the construction of the bridge). “This a great example of local development that is not dependent on foreign aid or cumbersome application forms,” a spokesperson for the community told the Torba Times. “With local knowledge and know-how we’ve shown that local solutions work for local problems.” The bridge will provide safe passage for the many people travelling to and from Sola. “Ol krokodael long ples ia I bigwan we I bigwan!” a resident told the Torba Times.
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Kava ceremony opening of Bridge

Micro-Finance Scheme Offered by NBV to Torba

SOLA – National Bank of Vanuatu is offering a new loan scheme for small businesses in the Torba Province. Information and application forms are available from the NBV branch in Sola. Sources at the Province suggest that new branches are planned for Gaua and Mota Lava in the future.

Scientists Keep Legs
Two young scientists who had a serious accident involving a dinghy, a 45HP engine, and the beach in Sola, are reportedly recovering from their injuries. The two, Maxime and Ebbies, members of the Planetary Coral Reef Foundation, sustained deep wounds to their legs and were attended to on the beach in Sola while a plane was chartered to pick them up and transport them to hospital. They are reported to be well and on the road to recovery.

	The Torba Times I wantem talem tankyu tumas evriwan blong ridim ol issue ia. Bae mifala I mas gobak nao, so bae I no gat ol issue bakegen. Issue 8 ia hemi las wan blong Torba Times. Tankyu tumas blong supot blong yu!
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